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How do you Select 
your Courses?

Start with thinking about 
what is your passion?

What are your strengths?



You May Want to do Some 
Career Exploration

myBlueprint – an interactive 
education, career, pathways 
and life planner. The tool can 
help you to explore and build 
your high school course plan 
and inform your course 
choices. 

Log in with your edu email and CBE 
password

https://app.myblueprint.ca/?sdid=cbe


What if I Don’t Know What I Want to 
do After High School?

• You are still on a path to exploring 
your strengths and passions

• Not everyone knows what they would 
like to pursue. It may be that you start 
with what you like for now and what 
you would like to try and start there. 
You may not know a specific career 
you want to pursue but you know a 
general area you would like to study. 



• Should you decide to go to a Post-Secondary institution 
you will need to research each institution you would 
consider applying to and see what courses the institution 
considers for admission.

• Essentially you research the faculty/program at each 
Post-Secondary institution as admission requirements 
can vary and do change year to year.

• See what might keep your doors open

• See what might give you a competitive advantage in 
applying. For example, could you use Math 30-2 to get 
into your desired program?

• You may decide if a diploma or a degree is a better 
starting point for you.

Researching Post-Secondary 
Requirements and how it 
Supports your Course 
Selections



• Most universities consider 5 courses, 
one of which will be English 30-1.

• Faculties at each university will have 
admission requirements.

• Many universities outside of the 
province of Alberta will not consider 
grade 12 complementary courses for 
admission.  Students/families need to 
research and understand what courses 
will be considered for admission to 
your faculty/university of choice.

• Within Alberta some Post-Secondary 
institutions will consider 
complementary courses for admission.

• The Alexander Rutherford Scholarship 
will consider most complementary 
courses. 

Which Grade 12 Courses are 
Universities Considering?

https://studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships-and-awards/alexander-rutherford-scholarship/


Involve your Parent/Guardian

• Information is at your fingertips 
online

• Involve your parent/guardian in 
looking at career paths and 
possible Post-Secondary 
institutions



High School Information Guide 

The Calgary Board of Education has a 
High School Information Guide to help with 
understanding pathways in high school and 
required courses. 

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/programs/high-school/Documents/Get-Ready-Get-Set-Go-For-It-Short.pdf


Detailed High School Course Guide

The Calgary Board of Education has a Detailed 
High School Course Guide with descriptions of:
- Required courses
- Off campus
- Unique opportunities
- Fine and Performing Arts
- Language Programs and Courses

- Complementary Courses

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/programs/high-school/Documents/Detailed-High-School-Course-Guide.pdf
https://www.cbe.ab.ca/programs/high-school/Documents/Detailed-High-School-Course-Guide.pdf


High School Diploma Requirements

. Alberta High School Diploma Requirements
- Earn a minimum of 100 credits
- English Language Arts – 30 level (grade 12)
- Social – 30 level (grade 12)
- Mathematics - 20 level (grade 11)
- Science – 20 level (grade 11)
- Physical Education 10 (grade 10)
- Career and Life Management
- 10 credits in Second Languages, Career and Technology 

Studies, Fine Arts, and/or  Physical Education 20/30
- 10 credits in any 30 level (grade 12) course (in addition to 

Social Studies and English Language Arts)

Note – these are minimum requirements for high school 
completion.  Students and families also consider what courses 
will be required to pursue Post-Secondary options.



Certificate of High School Achievement 
Requirements

Certificate of High School Achievement
- 80 credits
- English Language Arts 20-2 or 30-4
- Mathematics 10-3 or 20-4
- Science 14 or 20-4
- Social Studies 10-2 or 20-4
- Physical Education 10
- Career and Life Management
- 5 credits – 30 level (grade 12) Knowledge and Employability (K & 

E) Occupational Course or Advanced Career and Technology 
Studies course

- 5 credits work experience credits
Note – these are minimum requirements for high school 
completion.  Students and families also consider what courses will 
be required to pursue Post-Secondary options.



French Certificate

- 15 credits in French Language Arts

- 15 credits in Social Studies in French

- 15 credits in Mathematics in French

Students study Mathematics, Social Studies, and 
French Language Arts in French in grade 10, 11 and 
12.



Selecting Courses

When selecting courses you are thinking of the 
courses to complete high school as well as courses you 
need for your Post-Secondary plan.



Prerequisite Courses

• Most courses in high school require a 
prerequisite course. A prerequisite course is a 
course which must be successfully completed 
before a student can proceed to the next level.  

• It is the student’s responsibility to ensure they 
have the appropriate prerequisite course before 
selecting courses.

• Talk to your guidance counsellor or subject 
teacher to ask about prerequisites.



Math Course Sequence



Science Course Sequence



English  Course Sequence



Social Course Sequence



Minimum Course Requirements

• Grade 12 students must take a minimum of 30 
credits/ 6 classes



Other Information

All 30 level complementary courses have 
prerequisites with the exception of 
Sociology/Psychology 30.



AP Comparative Government and Politics

• Examine the political institutions 
and processes of six different 
countries—China, Iran, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Russia, and the United 
Kingdom—and compare the 
ways they address problems. 
You’ll analyze data and readings 
to draw conclusions about 
political systems.



Teacher Initial for AP cohorts

• Ask your subject teacher for an 
initial on your course selection 
sheet if you are asking for AP 
courses. 



General Guidelines for 
Academic Success & Wellness

 Take a maximum of 6 core courses per year (3 in each 
semester). Students often take extra academic classes to 
keep more doors open but this can result in a lower 
average if the student is over burdened.

 Choose the academic stream (-1, -2, -3) for each subject 
carefully in consultation with your subject teachers and 
your parents.

 Include physical activity in or outside of your timetable.

 Include complementary courses in your timetable.

 Get involved in extra-curricular activities.



Reduce Stress Levels

• Remember there are many paths to reach your Post-
Secondary goals:

 You can apply to more than one institution
 You can apply to an institution with a lower 

competitive admission average
 You can usually apply for two programs on 

one Post-Secondary application.  Make sure 
your second choice has an achievable grade 
point average.
 You may be able to upgrade your courses by 

taking them online through CBe-Learn or in 
summer school.  
 Some students may decide to do a gap year 

and upgrade at Chinook Learning



Course Selection Process

1. Guidance Counsellors give a virtual presentation of the 
course selection process to Grade 11 students on 
February 3.

2. Students/families fill in the course selection form including 
a parent signature. 

3. Put your course requests into PowerSchool (see next 
slides). Please have these entered no later than February 
12th.

4. Please return a copy of the signed course selection form to 
the classroom in which you saw the virtual presentation by 
February 12th.

5. We will have the opportunity for students to ask questions 
at an assigned time in the computer lab.



Entering Courses in PowerSchool



Entering Courses in PowerSchool



Entering Courses in PowerSchool



Entering Courses in PowerSchool



Ask Questions

• Ask your guidance counsellor or your subject 
teacher if you have any questions

• While your selections are not written in 
stone, it does become more difficult to 
request a course change after this point. 



Guidance Counsellors

• At William Aberhart High 
School, Guidance Counsellors  
work according to students’ 
last names:

• A-G  Mr. Crawley,  mpcrawley@cbe.ab.ca
• H-N  Ms. Arrell, sdarrell@cbe.ab.ca
• O-Z   Ms. Verwaayen, 

rsverwaayen@cbe.ab.ca

mailto:mpcrawley@cbe.ab.ca
mailto:sdarrell@cbe.ab.ca
mailto:rsverwaayen@cbe.ab.ca


Creating Timetables

• We work hard to create timetables given the 
student’s top choices.

• Our timetable is created based on students’ 
course requests along with our teacher 
allocation and resources.
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